Q1APTUR VI
THE SUMMERS ON TUB SRMMHRINCJ
WHHN ! took lave of the Billows in Rome they
suggested that 1 might see them again on the*
Semmering. They hud spent five summer
seasons on this lofly boundary between Lower
Austria and Styriu, whieh rises 10 more than three thousand
feet above sou-level. In the course of this book 1 shut! touch
on the political motives which played a part in the selection
of this place, Frequently the Billows were accompanied
by Donna Laura Minghetti ;uul her white-haired and white-
bearded ctwalltn serwu/c Professor Blaserna from Rome, In
the summer following the spring which I had spent in Rome,
much of it in the Pulmo Gilfarelli, I earne, on the Semmering^
to know the Ambassador as a very vigorous walker, embarking
on long tramps which sometimes extended as fat: as the
Liechtensteins* castle of \Vartenstein ilber Glognitx or
MUrzs;u8chlag> or at the least to Maria Schutx or Sonnwend*
stein. Schloss Wartenstein had the additional charm for the
Billows of being the lofty summer eyrie of the giant Prince
Franz Liechtenstein, formerly Austro-Hungatian Ambassador
in Petersburg, for whose cultute and talk they had the highest
praise. They liked to point out that the Prince was a head
taller, not merely physically, but also mentally than many of
his less gifted peers* Once there was a jesting discussion as
to who was the taller, Prince Fran'/ Liechtenstein or Count
Lanckototiskl, the Polish nobleman living in Vienna, a most
ardent art collector who had long been a friend of Malwida
von Meysenbug, This had brought him into touch with the
Billows, and in addition he was the brothcwn-law of Prince
Lichnowsky, who had been with the Billows in the Bucharest
days and later on the Semmering,
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